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“What motivates sympathy for people in distress in far-away places? Is the rise of humanitarianism recent or
ancient? This lecture will explore the ways that global integration since the nineteenth century produced economic
and affective ties between distant places and peoples; there has been a close, if fraught, relationship between self-

interest and compassion, capitalism and humanitarianism. Waves of interdependence produced atrocities, made
them visible, and summoned human capacities to stop them. But what determines when and how global
interventions have worked?”
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